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Thursday 7th May 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

I hope you and your family are well. We are expecting a significant announcement on 

Sunday from the Government about the possibility of a phased return to school. Schools 

are not informed before the general public, so once an announcement has been 

made, the school will digest the information and then inform parents of what this may 

mean for Hollymount children. 

 

Return to School 

Over the last two weeks, we have been meeting virtually as an SLT to plan the return to 

school. We are in the process of putting together a detailed action plan and this will be 

put in place once we have clear guidance from the Government. We are also working 

alongside other schools within our cluster and with the Local Authority so that we make 

the transition back to school for children, parents and staff as smooth as possible. The 

safety and wellbeing of the children and staff will be our first consideration in all decisions 

we make.  

 

Virtual School 

Today, the VE Day page went live on the Virtual School. There is information about VE 

Day, as well as lots of activities children can complete over the Bank Holiday Weekend. 

At the end of this update, I have included the words to Vera Lynn’s iconic, ‘We’ll Meet 

Again’. There is a national singalong on Friday at 9pm on BBC1. We have also included 

the song in this week’s assembly so the children do not miss out. 

  

There are a few small changes to the Virtual School next week: 

- There will be a weekly video from the teachers at the start of the week to 

introduce the week’s learning and for them to say hello to the children. 

- Year 5 are trialling a text chat programme on J2E so that they can communicate 

with the children throughout the week. 

- Please be aware that teachers may be calling you if they are unable to see your 

child’s learning on J2E. This will be a supportive phone call to see if the school can 

help in any way. 
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There will be a Friday assembly tomorrow from a very exotic location! Thank you to those 

parents that are providing us with constructive and positive feedback. We continue to 

assess, review and adapt our provision. 

 

Hollymount Explorers 

Some staff and I will be in school tomorrow providing provision for our children of Key 

Workers and vulnerable children. As the number of children attending Explorers 

increases, so does the number of staff required. I ask parents to consider this when 

making requests about Daily Learning. 

 

Staffing News 

As you are aware, Miss Pope is sadly retiring at the end of this academic year. Last week, 

we held interviews for an Inclusion and Wellbeing Leader. I am very happy to announce 

that Mrs Kimber was successful in the interview process and she will taking up this post 

from September. Mrs Kimber has a passion for supporting SEND children and I am very 

excited to work alongside her in her new role.  

I am very sad to say that Miss Howland will be leaving Hollymount at the end of this 

academic year. However, I am delighted for her as she has been appointed as Assistant 

Head of Lower School at Wimbledon High. Miss Howland will be missed tremendously at 

Hollymount but this is a great opportunity for her and I wish her the very best of luck. As a 

result of Miss Howland’s departure, I am thrilled to announce that Mrs Dooley will be 

returning to Hollymount in September. Mrs Dooley was maternity cover for Mrs Daffue in 

Reception. I know staff, children and parents will be delighted that Mrs Dooley is 

returning to Hollymount. 

 

I will be writing to you next week with further updates. A reminder that if you have any 

urgent enquiries please email urgent@hollymount.merton.sch.uk or use 

info@hollymount.org for more general enquiries.  

 

Kind regards, 

 
Sam Birnage 

Headteacher  
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VE Day Singalong 

 

Join the nation at 9pm on Friday 8 May for a UK-wide rendition of Dame Vera Lynn’s ‘We’ll Meet 

Again’ to mark the 75th anniversary of VE Day. 

 

As we face some of the most challenging times since the end of the Second World War, now 

more than ever it is important to come together and unite. We need you and as many people as 

possible to take part in this national moment of thanksgiving and celebration, in honour of our 

Second World War generation. 

 

You can watch and join in on BBC One who will be featuring the singalong as part of their VE 

Day broadcast. Join us by singing: 

 

We'll meet again 

Don't know where 

Don't know when 

But I know we'll meet again  

Some sunny day 

 

Keep smiling through 

Just like you always do 

'Till the blue skies chase 

Those dark clouds far away 

 

And I will just say hello 

To the folks that you know 

Tell them you won't be long 

They'll be happy to know 

That, as I saw you go 

You were singing this song 

 

We'll meet again 

Don't know where 

Don't know when 

But I know we'll meet again 

Some sunny day 

 

And I will just say hello 

To the folks that you know 

Tell them you won't be long 

They'll be happy to know 

That, as I saw you go 

You were singing this song 

 

We'll meet again 

Don't know where 

Don't know when 

But I know we'll meet again 

Some sunny day 


