
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

London Borough of Merton 
 

Cambridge Road 
Wimbledon SW20 0SQ 

Tel: 020 8946 0454 
Fax: 020 7349 1886 

E-mail:  info@hollymount.org 
www.hollymount.org  

Headteacher:  Mr Sam Birnage   BSc (Hons) PGCE  

Deputy Head:  Miss Ann Pope  BEd (Hons) PG Dip (SEN)  AMBDA 

 

Tuesday 31st March 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

I hope you are all well. Below are a few updates that I hope may answer some of your 

questions. With it being Easter Holidays next week, my communication with 

parents/carers will reduce somewhat but I will continue to keep you updated with any 

important developments. Contact details are at the end of this letter. 

 

I know many of you will want to know when we will be fully open again. Unfortunately, I 

only know as much as you. The Department for Education is not releasing any 

information to schools before the general public. I really hope that it will be sooner, 

rather than later as we are all missing the children tremendously. However, it is clear that 

children must stay at home, if they can, so that we can get back to normal as soon as 

possible.  

 

Easter Holiday Provision 

The school has been asked to remain open for Key Workers and vulnerable children over 

the Easter Holidays. We have decided that we will provide a provision for those that are 

unable to stay at home. As you are all aware, those that can stay at home, must stay at 

home. We are not open on the Bank Holidays. We are expecting a very small number of 

children. As a result, we will reduce the number of staff on site and therefore they will be 

able to isolate at home.  

 

Virtual School 

Thank you to those that have responded so positively about the Virtual School. With over 

28,000 page views a week it seems to be very popular! A small number of parents have 

asked about live streaming. We have considered this and, like the rest of the schools in 

our cluster, identified a number of problems: 

- There are a number of safeguarding requirements that we are not able to 

currently meet. Such as, there has to be two members of staff on each live stream. 

- Some staff are still working in school so are not able to live stream. 

- Some staff are self-isolating because they have symptoms of the virus and 

therefore unfit to work. 

- Some staff have their own children to care for. 



 

 

 
 

 
 

London Borough of Merton 

 

 

London Borough of Merton 

- Unions strongly advise schools against live streaming. 

However, I am exploring if there is a way for us to safely communicate through text with 

children that keep children safe and safeguard the staff. There are many considerations 

when using sites like Google Hangouts or Zoom, such as them not being secure. I will let 

you know in the coming weeks if we have found a solution that is both safe and 

beneficial for the children. There will be no Daily Learning set over the Easter holidays. 

However, you will still be able to access all the websites on the class pages and other 

websites/apps accessed with their USO log in.  

 

Friday Assembly 

Last Friday’s assembly was a real hit so I will be holding another one this Friday. Later this 

week, I will send a tweet for you to reply to with examples of your child’s great learning. 

My twitter account is @HollymountHt. If you don’t have twitter, you can send an email to 

info@hollymount.org. I cannot promise all examples will feature in the assembly.  

 

Assessments 

You will have seen in the news that all national assessments have been cancelled for this 

academic year. This includes: 

- EYFS profile assessments 

- Year 1 Phonics Check 

- KS1 SATs 

- Year 4 Multiplication Check 

- KS2 SATs 

Whilst I understand that some children will be over the moon about this, I know that 

many have been working really hard and will be disappointed not to be able to show 

what they are able to achieve. There is still a certain amount of uncertainty about 

assessments and I will update you once I know more.  

 

Contacting the school 

For urgent questions please email: urgent@hollymount.merton.sch.uk 

For general enquiries please email: info@hollymount.org 

For enquiries regarding Easter provision please email: replies@hollymount.merton.sch.uk  

 

Many thanks again for all your support. Take care. 

 

Kind regards, 

 
Mr Sam Birnage 

Head Teacher  
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