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Remote Learning and Live Lesson Policy

Purpose of Policy:

Hollymount School is committed to the continued provision of a varied and engaging
education, including strong pastoral support, in the event of full or partial school closure. This
policy summarises how this provision will take place, so that there are consistent and well-
understood expectations of the level of support that will be provided for all concerned. The
intended outcome is to support all pupils, and to maximise pupil learning, following the
curriculum as much as is possible but also allowing opportunities for additional unplanned
learning that radical changes to lifestyle and ways of working may present.

When would we use this policy?

Children need to be in school and we would only implement this policy if a wide spread school
closure (either Merton or National Based) was implemented. We would not implement this
policy for local small closures e.g. individual days closed for poor weather due to the set up
needing a few days of lead in time. We would also not set this up for individual children who
are unable to attend school as this is a whole school approach.

Pastoral Care of Pupils

Learning from home can be challenging for a variety of reasons, especially when coupled with
social or lifestyle limitations, and possible illness in the family. We appreciate the huge role
that parents will be playing and encourage families to structure the day to give balance, variety
and a sense of purpose. Parents can play a key role in helping pupils adhere to a routine, and
the amount of support will vary depending on the age and personality of the child. Time should
be made for regular breaks, exercise, pursuing other interests (safely within the current social
distancing guidelines) and connecting virtually with friends and relatives.

Hollymount School will also continue to provide a strong sense of pastoral support during the
period of closure. Guidance will be offered to parents on supporting their children with remote
learning. The school’s pastoral support system will also provide resources for parents to
support their own and their children’s mental and emotional wellness, in addition to ensuring
our most vulnerable students will continue to receive focused pastoral support. This will involve
regular contact via phone or email. The regularity of the contact will be dependent on the
needs and vulnerability of the family/child.

Teaching and Learning

The quality of learning is at the heart of our policy. Learning needs to come from both individual
and group effort, with some opportunity for a teacher to assess and give feedback to each
pupil. Remote Learning allows for flexibility for teachers to set tasks of varying lengths, as
appropriate to the subject and year group, and for parents and pupils to organise their days
as befits their personal circumstances and learning styles. The school will provide advice on
how to organise the day but will be clear with parents that the priority must be the children’s
emotional and health wellbeing. The school will use google classroom as the platform for
delivering online learning if a full closure takes place as it did during the covid
pandemic.

Inclusive Learning
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We are mindful of the fact that many children and young people live in households with no or
limited access to the internet or to the technology required to make use of online resources.
Even in households with full internet access, the number of suitable online capable devices
may be insufficient at any one time to meet the demands of home-working adults and children
attempting to access educational materials or live learning sessions. Some families will find it
difficult to balance competing demands with schoolwork, and families with children in the Early
Years Foundation Stage will spend more time interacting with and supervising children. The
needs of some students with EHCPs and SEN who are not attending school may also be an
issue and make live learning inappropriate. The school will aim for the learning to be
personalised to the children of Hollymount, of a high quality and accessible by all.

Wellbeing

Parents won’t want children on screens all day and a ‘#Digital5aDay’ approach is key to the
presentation of learning. Promoting offline activities is essential and reminders of daily
physical activity. https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/our-work/digital/5-a-day/

Based on his research, Professor Stephen Hepple makes some useful suggestions about
optimising the physical home working space and making it the very best it can be to keep
home workers/learners environment bright, engaged, clever and productive.
PART 1: Google Classroom Strategy
What we would do in case of school closures

Overview:

If schools closured, we would move to google classroom for
online learning that parents and children would access from

home.
What is Google Classroom?
e Google Classroom is a pretty simple way of setting up GOOg|e Classroom
an online classroom for the children in your real class. S — i}

In essence, you log into a Google account, open the
programme called Google Classroom, create a classroom and share it with the
children in your class. They can then access it and you can set and receive work
from children sent over the Internet. You can then look at their work and give
feedback. Al of this is done from your own home.

How do | set it up?
e This is pretty straightforward, particularly if you use the guide that has been
created and is found as PART 3 in this document.
e Once you have your Google Classroom established, you will then be able to set your
work each day and children will be able to access it (more information on what you
will need to include is in PART 2 and some more guidance in PART 4).

PART 2: Expectations for Setting Assignments
Our Pedagogical Approach

*Important: It is important we have some consistency in how we use Google Classroom.
This section outlines how it will work. It is set out in question and answer form*


https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/our-work/digital/5-a-day/
http://heppell.net/home/
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Will we have one Google Classroom for the year group or one for each class?
e You will have one for each class which only the children in your class will be able
to join. Work can be shared between classrooms, and the guidance below shows
how this could be done.

What are the expectations for the amount of work set?

e This is probably the most important question.

e Within your Google Classroom, you can set an ‘Assignment’. This allows you to send
work to children which they can then complete. In school, this is the equivalent of
teaching a lesson input and then giving the children some work to do at their
tables.

e The assignments need to be more like ‘lessons’ in which content is taught,
rather than posting of activities which children just ‘do’. With school being
closed, moving back towards ‘teaching’ Age-Related Expectations is what
Google Classroom will allow us to do.

o The expectation for the number of assignments, as well as the subjects to be
covered, are outlined below:

o Early Years - one phonics and one maths assighment each day. This makes
two assignments in total.

o KS1 - One English, one maths and one foundation subject assignment each
day. Three assignments in total.

o KS2 - One English, one maths and one foundation subject assighment each
day. Three assignments in total.
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Teaching during a lockdown

Objective: A document that outlines our approach to how we teach lessons while working from
home. This approach works on whatever platform we are using (google classroom or template). It is
what each lesson should look like.

Step 1 - TEACH

The first bit of your lesson should be the teaching element. Just like it is in school, this should be
based upon age related expectations within your year group. It will need to teach the children
something and cover an aspect of the curriculum.

This could be done in several ways:
You could have a PowerPoint flipchart and talk over it (as you would likely do in school). Zoom allows this.

You could find a video on YouTube which covers the learning of the lesson.

You could take a video from other sources. Some of these include: BBC Primary, Oak National Academy,
anywhere else.

You could use the White Rose teaching resources for maths.
Q. What would this look like from the child’s perspective?

A. The child in your class should be watching, listening and following this part of the lesson at home. They should be
learning some new content, as they would if you were teaching them from the front of the class at school.

Step 2: DO
The second part of your lesson will be the independent work. As it does in school, this should follow

on nicely from the teaching element and consolidate, develop and explore the learning from Step 1
above. They must link and one does not work without the other.

1. This may well be a worksheet or an activity which the children can complete.

2. It should be self-contained. The ‘Do’ needs to include all worksheets/resources/things that the child will need.

Q. What would this look like from the child’s perspective?
A. The child in your class will have followed the teaching step, and they’ll be completing the work themselves.







